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BARRY COUNTY

OPIOID COMMUNITY NEEDS
ASSESSMENT

The Opioid Community Needs Assessment 2024 was conducted by
Michigan State University’s team within the MDHHS Technical Assistance
Collaborative with support from Barry County Government and
the Barry County Substance Abuse Task Force.

The motivation for this assessment is the incoming Opioid Settlement
dollars and a desire to have those dollars generate positive community

impact for years to come.
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" IDENTIFIED NEEDS:
HOUSING

The greatest identified need in Barry County according to
community members centered around housing. Almost all
respondents expressed a need for adequate and supportive
housing for those in recovery.
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“Housing is huge. If people don’t have stability and they know
that they have a safe place to sleep at night, its really tough to

move forward.” - Professional
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@ Housing Frustration

‘ Mental Health Supports

‘ Transportation Collaboration Gaps

‘ Local Harm Reduction Services Unable to Admit Need

Youth Prevention & Treatment

Program Capacity

Need for Community Community Education Gaps

Criminal Justice System .
‘ Y Distrust of

Timeliness/Centralized Response Criminal Justice System
Resource

Stigma and Acceptance
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' RECOMMENDATIONS
/ TIER1 N

1. Reduce Stigma Through Education and Organizational Training

2. Increase the Number of Supportive Transitional Housing Services in
Barry County to Increase Access

3. Increase Access to Mental Health Providers and Resources for
Individuals with SUD

4. Increase the Availability of Transportation Options and Explore
Options for Improving Access to Substance Use Treatment Within the
County

5. Examine Harm Reduction Policies Around Syringe Service Programs

Q. Examine Options for Centralized Response Resource/Hotlines j

TIER 2

1. Sober Living Events and Spaces
2. Conduct Community Assessment Around MAT/MOUD Including Jail
3. Address Youth SUD Needs

4. Address Issues of Equity in Mental Health and SUD Supports in the
County




